ENERGY
Providing safe, aﬀordable, reliable electricity to rural
communi�es faces many challenges. In par�cular, the lack
of popula�on density requires more infrastructure and
can increase the cost of electrifying vast areas of the
country. The original movement to bring electricity to
rural Americans, led by electric coopera�ves in the 1930s
and 1940s, con�nues today. And to help keep the costs
aﬀordable, electric providers rely on assistance from the
Rural U�li�es Service (RUS).
RUS loans have helped build, expand and improve the
infrastructure across rural America to provide power and
other services. It has been among the most successful
public-private infrastructure investment programs in the
history of the country. RUS loans help rural electric
u�li�es reduce costs and improve reliability by ﬁnancing
construc�on and maintenance of basic assets like poles
and wires.
As the RUS programs evolve, the agency has kept them
ﬂexible and eﬃcient, including recent reforms to
streamline the loan applica�on process. The Rebuild Rural
Coali�on urges RUS to con�nue to evaluate ways to be as
responsive as possible to borrowers’ needs.
Whether ﬁnanced through RUS, other public sources or
private lenders, con�nued infrastructure investment is
essen�al to making our systems more resilient, modern,
eﬃcient and secure. For example, as genera�on sources
become more diverse and widely distributed, we must
con�nue to modernize the transmission grid to ensure
reliability and the ability to connect new types of
genera�on resources. Similarly, as we build out

infrastructure to accommodate electric vehicles and other
new technology, we must ensure that we are mee�ng the
unique demands of rural areas and the electric coopera�ves
that serve them.
In the 21st century, connec�vity is just as essen�al to the
electric grid as tradi�onal genera�on, transmission and
distribu�on hardware. RUS Smart Grid loans help facilitate
the deployment of robust communica�ons infrastructure to
modernize the grid, improve eﬃciency to save money and
protect against cybera�ack. The Rural Economic
Development Loan and Grant (REDLG) program ﬁnances
economic development projects that add jobs to rural
communi�es. The Rural Energy for America Program
(REAP), the Energy Eﬃciency and Conserva�on Loan
Program (EECLP) and the Rural Energy Savings Program
(RESP) encourage the deployment of renewable and energy
eﬃciency technologies into rural areas to help residents
save money. Rebuild Rural recommends addi�onal
investment into these programs.
And decreasing regulatory burdens for electric u�li�es in
rural areas would help strengthen their ability to generate,
transmit and distribute reliable, cost-eﬀec�ve electricity to
customers. Rebuild Rural supports reforms to the Na�onal
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and Endangered Species
Act (ESA) to promote the development of rural
infrastructure. In addi�on, streamlining federal government
management prac�ces on federal lands will be�er enable
electric coopera�ves to maintain safety and reliability by
performing needed vegeta�on management to prevent
threats to power lines and respond to emergencies.
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